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1. Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of this report is for Council to: 

 

(a) appoint persons who are not officials (external members), and who have 
the specified knowledge and experience, to serve as members of the 
MPT; 

(b) stipulate a term of office for the authorized officials and external members, 
and 

(c) designate a Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson. 
 

2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan - IGNITE 
 

Infrastructure and Planning 
Town- and Spatial Planning 

 

3. Compliance with Strategic Priorities 
 

Provision of democratic, accountable and ethical governance 
Creation and maintenance of a safe and healthy environment 
The encouragement of structured community participation in the matters of the 
Municipality 
Promotion of tourism, economic and social development 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
None 

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 

 Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013 (Act 16 of 2013) 
(SPLUMA) 

 Regulations in terms of the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management 
Act 16 of 2013 
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6. Background/Discussion/Conclusion 
 

Background 
 

The new suite of planning legislation namely, the Spatial Planning and Land 

Use Management Act No. 16 of 2013 (SPLUMA), and the regulations in terms of 

SPLUMA came into force on 1 July 2015. 

 

The Council at its meeting held on 29 July 2015 resolved to establish a 

Municipal Planning Tribunal.  The resolution is attached per Annexure A. 

 
This report will only deal with the appointment of members who are not 

officials, the term of office of members of the MPT and the appointment of the 

Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson. 

 
In a report which served before the Council on 29 July 2015, it was resolved 
that an MPT be compiled as follows: 

 
Membership number: Five (5) 

 
Comprising of: (Internal)  Four (4) officials (Municipal Manager; Director: 

Infrastructure and Planning; Director: Community 
Services and Director: Economic Devepment) 

 
(External) One (1) person who i s  not an official (external 

member) 
 

Discussion 
 

The Council has already appointed the internal membership of the MPT at its 
meeting held on 29 July 2015. 

 
However for the external members, the Municipality had to invite nominations 
from Provincial and National Departments. 

 
Nominations were requested from the Provincial Department Environmental 
Affairs and Development Planning and Department of Rural Development and 
Land Reform. 

 
The Department of Rural Development and Land Reform in a letter dated 
27 July 2015 reported that they do not have officials available to serve as 
external members.  The letter is attached per Annexure B. 
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The Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning nominated 
three (3) officials.   

 
The Council, at its meeting held on 29 July 2015, resolved that the Municipal 
Manager, Director: Infrastructure and Planning and Senior Manager: Town- and 
Spatial Planning evaluate the nominations of external members. 

 
Evaluation of external members to serve on the MPT 

 
A total of three (3) external nominations were received and considered by the 

evaluation panel. 

 
The criteria stated by the Council was the following: 

 

 at least five (5) years’ experience in Spatial Planning and Land Use 

Management; 

 registered with SACPLAN as professional planner; and 

 extensive experience and knowledge of planning legislation. 

 

The Curriculum Vitae’s of the nominees are attached per Annexure C. 

 

The panel, at a meeting held on 23 September 2015, considered the 

nominations. 

 

All three (3) of the candidates complied with the criteria as was set.   

 

Ms A Janser 

Ms Janser has two (2) degrees.  She has a degree in Town Planning as well as 

a degree in Law.  She has nineteen (19) years planning experience in the 

private sector and provincial authority sector.  She is registered as a 

professional planner. 

 

Mr J Benjamin 

Mr Benjamin has a higher diploma and bachelor’s degree in town- and regional 

planning.  He has 14 years planning experience both at local and provincial 

authority.  He is registered as a professional planner. 

 

Ms Y Mabantsela 

Ms Mabantsela has a national diploma as well as a BTech in Town- and 

Regional planning.  In addition to this she has a BSc Honours Degree in 

Environmental Management and a BPhil in Sustainable Development. 
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She has 14 years working experience being in private sector as well as 

provincial and local government.  She is registered as a professional planner. 

 

Nomination 

 

The panel agreed that Ms H Janser be nominated as the external member with 

Mr J Benjamin and Ms Y Mabantsela as secondi alternatively. 

 
Term of office for members of the MPT 

 
Section 37 of SPLUMA provides that the term of office of members of the 

MPT is five (5) years or such shorter period as the Municipal Council may 

determine, provided that a member may not serve as a member for a 

continuous period of ten (10) years.  This constitutes a minimum requirement.  

Therefore a shorter period of appointment than five (5) years may be set. 

 
It is recommended that the Council determine the term of office for both 

authorised officials and members who are not authorised officials to be five 

(5) years from the date the legislation is enacted. 

 
Designation of Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson 

 
Regulation 3(1)(h) requires the Municipal Council to designate a member of 

the MPT a Chairperson and another member as Deputy Chairperson to act as 

chairperson when the chairperson is absent or unable to perform his or her 

duties.  It is recommended that the Municipal Manager be designated as the 

Chairperson and the Director:  Infrastructure and Planning as Deputy 

Chairperson. 

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
The re-imbursive prescribed SARS rate will be paid for actual km’s travelled as 
far as the external member is concerned. 

 
8. Staff Implications 

 
None 

 
9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 

 
None 
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10. Annexures 
 

Annexure A: Council resolution of 29 July 2015 
Annexure B: Letter from Department Rural Development and Land Reform 
Annexure C: Curriculum Vitae’s of officials from Department of Environmental 

Affairs and Development Planning 
 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
1. that Ms H Janser be appointed as the external member to the Municipal 

Planning Tribunal (MPT) and Mr J Benjamin and Ms Y Mabantsela as 
secundi alternatively; 

  
2. that the members of the MPT be appointed for a five (5) year period from the 

date that the legislation is enacted;  and 
  
3. that the Municipal Manager be appointed as Chairperson and the Director: 

Infrastructure and Planning as Deputy Chairperson of the MPT. 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : R KUCHAR 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 11 NOVEMBER 2015
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THIS MATTER SERVED BEFORE THE JOINT PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON 
20 OCTOBER 2015, WHICH COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
1. that Ms H Janser be appointed as the external member to the Municipal Planning 

Tribunal (MPT) and Mr J Benjamin and Ms Y Mabantsela as secundi alternatively; 
  
2. that the members of the MPT be appointed for a five (5) year period from the date 

that the legislation is enacted;  and 
  
3. that the Municipal Manager be appointed as Chairperson and the Director: 

Infrastructure and Planning as Deputy Chairperson of the MPT. 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : R KUCHAR 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 11 NOVEMBER 2015 
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