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1. Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of the report is for Council to adopt the proposed Tree Policy. 

 
2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan - IGNITE 

 
Community Services 
Operational Services 

 
3. Compliance with Strategic Priorities 

 
Provision and maintenance of municipal services 
Creation and maintenance of a safe and healthy environment 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
None 

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 
Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, Act No. 32 of 2000 

 
6. Background/Discussion/Evaluation/Conclusion 

 
Background 

 
There is no existing policy regarding the management of trees on municipal 
land within the Overstrand Municipality and as a result, ad hoc decisions are 
taken and no uniform set of standards are applied. It is therefore the purpose of 
this policy to ensure uniformity regarding tree management within the 
Overstrand.   

 
The aim of this tree policy is to promote tree planting, to ensure proper 
maintenance of trees and to retain existing trees wherever possible.  
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Discussion 
 

It is necessary to implement a tree policy to address and provide guidelines 
regarding the various issues facing trees on municipal property. 

 
Many trees of the wrong species both indigenous and exotic have in the past 
been planted.  These are currently the cause of complaints from residents about 
tree debris littering streets, root damage to property, excessive shade, 
obstruction of view, etc.  Many of the complaints accompany requests to have 
trees removed and although each request is fully investigated and treated 
according to its own merit, removal should only be considered as the very last 
option. 

 
The policy aims to: 

i.) manage trees on municipal property in an effective manner in order to 
secure our street trees for the generations to come, 

ii.) To regulate the protection, planting and removal of street trees in the 
Overstrand 

iii.) To encourage the proper protection and maintenance of existing trees. 

iv.) To establish a tree evaluation formula for the loss of existing trees. 

v.) To maintain a set standard for the management of trees on municipal 
property  

vi.) To promote the planting of indigenous and other drought resistant 
plants. 

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
None 

 
8. Staff Implications 

 
None 

 
9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 

 
Manager: Building Services  
Planting trees on any area we must take into account that a wheelchair will 
have to negotiate around it and therefore it is suggested that the space left will 
comply with sans10400 

 
Legal Services 
Legal services agree that municipalities have no authority to adopt and pass 
legislation to regulate and protect trees on private property.  We also agree that 
Council may incorporate a condition of approval in subdivision and rezoning 
application that a landscape plan be included with the development plan.  We 
are further satisfied that the referred legislation falls within the scope of the tree 
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policy. 
 

Manager: Environmental Services 
The Environmental Department would like to thank you for a well prepared 
document.  We fully support the purpose of the policy. 

 
10. Annexure 

 
Annexure A: Draft Tree Policy 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  

that the Tree Policy be adopted. 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : L RAINBIRD 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 1 JULY 2017 
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THIS MATTER SERVED BEFORE THE JOINT PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON 
22 MARCH 2017, WHICH COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  

that the Tree Policy, as amended, be adopted. 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : L RAINBIRD 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 1 JULY 2017 
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