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1. Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of the report is to present to Council a policy specific to the 
prevention of the outbreak and spread of fire by the elimination or minimising of 
fire hazards created by vegetation of any species on erven and other open land 
within the area of municipal jurisdiction. The policy aims to promote a safe and 
healthy environment in line with, the requirements of Section 152 of the 
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996, the requirements of the Fire 
Brigade Services Act 99 of 1987 and Section 34(20) of the Community Fire 
Safety By-law P.N. 6454 of 2007 

 
2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan - IGNITE 

 
Directorate: Protection and Security Services 
Protection and Security Services 

 
3. Compliance with Strategic Priorities 

 
Provision of democratic, accountable and ethical governance 
Creation and maintenance of a safe and healthy environment 
Provision and maintenance of municipal services 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
None  

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 
Disaster Management Act No. 57 of 2002 
Fire Brigade Services Act No. 99 of 1987 
Local Government: Municipal Systems Act No. 32 of 2000 
Local Government: Municipal Structures Act No. 117 of 1998 
Community Fire Safety By-law, P.N. 6454/2007 
Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan (SDBIP) 2013/14 
By-laws of the Overstrand Municipality 
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6. Background 

 
In accordance with the provision of the Constitution of the Republic of South 
Africa, 1996, the Overstrand Municipality is responsible to promote a safe and 
healthy environment for all communities, investors and visitors within its 
boundaries.  

 
The Policy for the Clearing and Maintenance of Vegetation Creating Fire 
Hazards focuses on preventing or reducing the risk of urban and wildfires, 
mitigating the severity of damages caused by veld and bush fires, ensuring co-
operation between the municipality and property owners and effective rapid fire 
fighting intervention in the occurrence of fires. 

 
This policy is intended as a reasonable minimum guideline, in the lack of 
specific details of requirements in the relative legislation to assist landowners 
and the municipality with meeting their obligations. This policy will also provide 
clarity on standards for property owners and the enforcement functions of 
delegated officials tasked with the management and administration of municipal 
processes. 

 
Discussion 

 
The establishment and approval of this policy will enable understanding of all 
role players and facilitate better co-ordination of the responsibilities between 
property owners and the Municipality. 

 
Fire risk reduction in urban development areas and on the urban edges will be 
performed to ensure safer and resilient communities. This will also greatly 
assist the Municipality in improving our emergency preparedness and creating 
peace of mind for all communities. 

 
These processes will positively benefit the Overstrand Municipality by ensuring 
appropriate action by services enhancing our commitment to service delivery. 
Comments from the public are as per Annexure D and have been incorporated 
as far as possible. 

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
 None 

 
8. Staff Implications 

 
None 
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9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 

 
See annexure D 

 
10. Annexures 

 
Annexure A: The Policy for the Clearing and Maintenance of Vegetation 

Creating Fire Hazards.  
Annexure B:  Notice of Clearing and Maintenance of Vegetation 
Annexure C: Notice for the public participation 
Annexure D:  Comments from the public 
Annexure E: Policy workshop conducted on 02 November 2016 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
that the Overstrand Municipality Policy for the Clearing and Maintenance of 
Vegetation Creating Fire Hazards, previously known as the Fire Hazards 
Management Policy, be adopted.  

 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : L SMITH 
 
TARGETED DATE: 1 APRIL 2017 
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THIS MATTER SERVED BEFORE THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON 22 MARCH 
2017, WHICH COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
that the Overstrand Municipality Policy for the Clearing and Maintenance of Vegetation 
Creating Fire Hazards, previously known as the Fire Hazards Management Policy, be 
adopted.  
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : L SMITH 
 
TARGET DATE: 1 APRIL 2017 
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