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1. Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of this report is to table the draft Protected Area Management 
Plan (PAMP) for the Fernkloof Nature Reserve (FNR) for the period of 2021 
to 2025 for approval by Council. 

 
2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan Reference 

 
Infrastructure & Planning 
Environmental Management Services 

 
3. Compliance with Strategic Priorities 

 
Provision of democratic, accountable and ethical governance 
Provision and maintenance of municipal services 
Creation and maintenance of a safe and healthy environment 
Promotion of tourism, economic and social development 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
None 

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 

• National Environmental Management Protected Areas Act (Act 57 of 
2003) – “NEMPAA” 

•  Regulations for the Proper Administration of Nature Reserves 
(Government Gazette No. 35021 of 2012) 

• Norms and Standards for the Management of Protected Areas in South 
Africa (Government Gazette No.39878, March 2016) 
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6. Background/Discussion/Evaluation/Conclusion 
 

Background 
 

Under authorisation of the MEC of the Western Cape Department of 
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning, the Overstrand 
Municipality (OM) is the designated Management Authority of the FNR. 

 
It is therefore the responsibility of the OM to prepare a PAMP for the FNR as 
a legal requirement of NEMPAA, and to submit the management plan to the 
MEC for his approval. 

 
Discussion 

 
The primary objective of the PAMP is to ensure the protection, conservation 
and management of the protected area concerned in a manner which is 
consistent with the objectives of NEMPAA and for the purpose it was 
declared. 

 
The FNR PAMP is a strategic document formulated to provide a framework 
for the operation and management of the FNR.  The PAMP is an adaptive 
management tool that allows for adaptive and/or refined management 
processes to respond to the changing factors that may affect the FNR. 

 
The current Management Plan for Fernkloof was drafted in 2001 and is 
outdated.  In 2012 the reserve management appointed consultants to develop 
an updated Integrated Management Plan (IMP) for Fernkloof in accordance 
with the NEMPAA.  The first draft was advertised for public comment in 2014.  
The comments from the public were incorporated into the draft IMP and the 
document was workshopped for another three years with interested and 
affected parties. During this period, the brief of the consultants expired, and 
the process was taken over by the municipality’s Environmental Management 
Services Department. A revised draft was advertised in 2017. 

 
The 2017 draft was not supported by the public and CapeNature requested 
that the IMP be redrafted in the new PAMP format as per NEMPAA 
Regulations with the new NEMPAA 2016 Norms and Standards included. 

 
After another round of workshops and public meetings the final draft was 
supported by CapeNature and the Fernkloof Advisory Board (FAB) and 
advertised in 2019.  The comments were considered and incorporated into 
the final draft of the 2021 – 2025 FNR PAMP. All comments and responses 
to the comments are attached in Appendix B. 
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The final draft served before the Infrastructure and Planning Portfolio 
Committee in May 2020 and was referred back for further consultation. The 
Portfolio committee engaged with various stakeholders and provided 
feedback to the administration. The feedback is contained in Appendix C.  

 
Evaluation 

 
The draft 2021-2025 Fernkloof PAMP complies with the requirements of the 
National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act (Act 57 of 2003). 

 
Conclusion 

 
It is recommended that Council approves the draft 2021-2025 FNR PAMP in 
principal for submission to the MEC for his approval. 

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
None 

 
8. Staff Implications 

 
None 

 
9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 

 
None 

 
10. Annexures 

 
Annexure A : Overstrand Municipality: Fernkloof Nature Reserve Protected 

Areas Management Plan (Final draft) 
Annexure B : Public comments and responses  
Annexure C: Portfolio Committee recommendations 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
1. that the final draft of the Fernkloof Nature Reserve Protected Areas Management 

Plan for 2021-2025, attached as Annexure A to the item, be approved in principle; 
and 

  
2. that the Management Plan be submitted to the MEC of the Western Cape 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning for approval. 
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RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : L DE VILLIERS 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 1 APRIL 2021 
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THIS MATTER SERVED BEFORE THE JOINT PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON 
16 FEBRUARY 2021, WHICH COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
1. that the final draft of the Fernkloof Nature Reserve Protected Areas 

Management Plan for 2021-2025 be approved in principle;  and 
  
2. that the Management Plan be submitted to the MEC of the Western Cape 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning for approval. 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : L DE VILLIERS 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 1 APRIL 2021 
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