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1. Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of this report is for the Council to consider the revised Ward 
Committee Rules for the Ward Committee System within the Overstrand 
Municipal area. 

 
2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan - IGNITE 

 
Directorate : Community Services 
Department : Director: Community Services 

 
3. Compliance with Strategic Priorities 

 
Provision of democratic, accountable, and ethical governance. 
Provision and maintenance of municipal services. 
Creation and maintenance of a safe and healthy environment. 
The encouragement of structured community participation in the matters of the 
Municipality. 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
None 

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 
Constitution of SA, 1996 
Local Government: Municipal Structures Act 117 of 1998 
Local Government Systems Act 32 of 2000 
Local Government Municipal Finance Management Act 56 of 2003 
Overstrand Public Participation Policy 

 
6. Background/Discussion/Evaluation/Conclusion 

 
Background 

 
The revision of the Ward Committee Rules is to ensure the effective 
implementation and management of the next generation of ward committees 
within the Overstrand municipal area. Council revised the Rules previously at 
their meeting in May 2017. 
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Discussion 
 

The Director: Community Services formally consulted, by way of an official notice 
dated 21 May 2021, directed to the Executive Mayor, Aldermen, Councillors, 
Ward Committees, the Municipal Manger, Directors and Managers to provide 
comments/proposals for the purposes of revising the Ward Committee Rules.  

 
Various comments were received, with specific reference to Ward Committees 
from all 13 wards. Comments were considered and incorporated where 
necessary. Certain comments however relates to detail and specifics that may 
hamper internal initiatives/arrangements (within framework of the Ward 
Committee Rules) by respective Ward Committees. 

 
At least four Ward Committees recommended that the election of the next 
generation of Ward Committees should be held on a day(s) set aside for the 
election of a Ward Committee(s) and made proposals on the related election 
procedures. Historically elections of Ward Committees were held after-hours at 
indoor venues in the respective wards. The mentioned election events largely 
received good voter turnouts and in 2016 a total number 2558 voters attended 
the election meetings. To promote the involvement of the local public and to 
comply with the Regulation regarding the Corona virus (COVID-19) pandemic, 
issued in terms of Section 27(2) of the Disaster Management Act, 2002, it is 
recommended that the elections for Ward Committees take place during the 
days, from 10:00 until 19:00 announced by the Municipality. During the last-
mentioned time frame registered voters, whose names appears on the voters’ 
roll of the IEC for a ward, are eligible to cast their votes in the Ward Committee 
Elections for Overstrand.  The reason for the starting time is to provide for 
sufficient time for sanitation of venues, screening of personnel to be deployed at 
respective election venues. 

 

The last-mentioned recommendation resulted in a complete review of the item on 
election procedure in the Ward Committee Rules that will be applicable for the 
next generation of Ward Committees to take place after the upcoming Local 
Government Elections. The proposed overall election procedure is divided into 
the following stages, namely; 

 
✓ Obtain nominations to serve on Ward Committees, 
✓ Announcement of the election of Ward Committees, 
✓ Appointment of election officials, 
✓ Election (voting) process at election venues, and 
✓ Reporting of results. 

 
The election (voting) process at election venues is contained in Schedule 1 of the 
proposed, revised Overstrand Ward Committee Rules. Election (voting) process 
is largely based on the approach followed by the IEC. The Administration has 
fostered good working relations with the Local/Regional offices of the IEC (also 
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with reference to obtain voters’ rolls) and several officials are trained to participate 
in election events of the IEC. The last mentioned is a clear indication that the 
Overstrand Municipality does have the capacity to successfully conduct the 
elections of the next generation of Ward Committees, as recommended in the 
revised Ward Committee Rules. 

 
The Regulations issued in respect of the COVD-19 pandemic provide for five 
Adjusted Alert Levels that respectively provide for restrictions in order to restrict 
the spreading of the virus. Since 26 July 2021 the country has been placed on 
Adjusted Alert Level 3. In terms of the mentioned Adjusted Alert Level, the 
following protocols apply to the hosting of indoor gatherings: 

 
✓ The wearing of face masks, 
✓ Maintaining of social distancing of at least one and a halve metres between 

two persons, 
✓ Gathering at community engagements are limited to not more than 50 

persons, and 
✓ Adhering to all health protocols. 

 
The proposed election (voting) process at election venues is designed to host 
less than 50 persons inside an election venue (mainly community halls) at any 
given point intime during the process. A small number of eligible voters will be 
allowed to enter the voting venue at a time, follow a walk-through voting process 
and immediately thereafter exit the venue. Only election personnel, the Ward 
Councillor and other observers will be allowed to remain inside the election 
venue for the duration of the election (voting) process. 

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
Source of Funding eg.  Operating Budget Provisions 

 
Unique Key : 20210629094467 
Cost Account : 10010222490000 
Item Description : Remuneration to Ward Committees 
Budget Provision 2021/2022 : R729,216.00 
Spent to Date/Committed : R0.00 
Balance Available : R729,216.00 
(140 Ward Committee Members) 

 
Unique Key : 20210629094414 & 20210629094215 
Cost Account : 10500222470000 & 10500221500000 
Item Description : Printing, Publications and Books,  

Municipal Newsletters 
Budget Provision 2021/2022 : R56,905.00 
Spent to Date/Committed : R0.00 
Estimated Cost : R50,000.00 
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8. Staff Implications 
 

Existing Municipal staff members. 
 

9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 
 

None 
 

10. Annexures 
 

Annexure A: Revised Ward Committee Rules for the Overstrand Municipality 
 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 

  
that the revised Ward Committee Rules for Overstrand Municipality be 
adopted. 

 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : R WILLIAMS 
 F MYBURGH 
 D LAKEY 
 A WYNGAARD 
 B PLAATJIES 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 1 SEPTEMBER 2021 
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3. 
WARD COMMITTEE SYSTEM: REVISION OF WARD COMMITTEE RULES 
 
3/B 
R Williams  Director: Community Services 
3 August 2021 (028) 313 
8029 

 
THIS MATTER SERVED BEFORE THE JOINT PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON 
17 AUGUST 2021, WHICH COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 

  
that the revised Ward Committee Rules for Overstrand Municipality be adopted. 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : R WILLIAMS 
 F MYBURGH 
 D LAKEY 
 A WYNGAARD 
 B PLAATJIES 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 1 SEPTEMBER 2021 
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