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1. Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of this report is for Council to approve the proposed Tiny House 
Policy for public participation.  

 

The proposed Tiny House policy is attached as Annexure A. 

 
2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan - IGNITE 

 
Directorate: Infrastructure & Planning 
Department: Town Planning 

 
3. Compliance with Strategic Priorities 

 
Provision of democratic, accountable and ethical governance 
The provision and maintenance of municipal services 
Creation and maintenance of a safe and healthy environment 
The promotion of tourism, economic and social development 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
None  

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 
This policy is developed in the context to the following legislation, policies and 
strategic frameworks: 

 

• The National Building Regulations and Building Standards Act (Act 103 
of 1977), the NBR. 

• South African National Standard 10400: The Application of The National 
Building Regulations (SANS 10400). 

 
6. Background/Discussion/Evaluation/Conclusion 

 
Background 

 
A global shift towards simplicity and minimalism in the built environment in 
recent years has birthed the ‘tiny house trend’, which has taken off across the 
globe and has recently made its way to South Africa. 
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A Tiny House complies with the definition of a residential dwelling house but 
on a smaller than usual scale.  

 
The tiny house movement (also called the small house movement) is an 
architectural and social movement that advocates for downsizing living 
spaces, simplifying, and essentially "living with less." According to the 2018 
International Residential Code, Appendix Q Tiny Houses, a tiny house is a 
"dwelling unit with a maximum of 37 square metres of floor area, excluding 
lofts."  

 
While tiny housing primarily represents a return to simpler living, the 
movement is also regarded as a potential eco-friendly solution to the existing 
housing industry, as well as a feasible transitional option for individuals 
experiencing a lack of shelter. 

 
The purpose of this policy is to focus on primary dwelling houses with a 
footprint of less than 27m². 

 
Discussion 

 
The Policy proposes three categories of tiny houses, as follows: 

 

• Permanent – Attached to approved foundation, prioritising occupant 
safety and energy efficiency, 

• Temporary – Built on chassis or frame and may have wheels, prioritising 
mobility, or 

• Transitional – living facilities for persons who lack shelter, prioritising 
flexibility to meet local needs. 

 
The Policy provides guidelines to be considered by decision makers when 
considering building plans for tiny house. 

 
The Policy also provides guidance regarding areas and land use zones where 
tiny houses will be considered. 

 
Conclusion 

 
The Policy will give assistance to developers of tiny houses, and guidance to 
municipal officials who must consider building plan applications for tiny 
houses.  

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
None 

 
8. Staff Implications 

 
None 
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9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 
 

None 
 

10. Annexures 
 

Annexure A: Proposed Draft Tiny House Policy 
 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL:  
  
that the proposed Tiny House Policy be approved for public participation. 

 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : S MULLER 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 29 JULY 2022 
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