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1. 
WARD COMMITTEE SYSTEM: REVISION OF WARD COMMITTEE RULES 
 
3/B 
R Williams (028) 313 8019 Hermanus Administration 
27 March 2017 

 
1. Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of this item is for Council to consider the revised rules regarding 
the Ward Committee System within the Overstrand Municipal area. 

 
2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan - IGNITE 

 
Directorate Community Services: Area Manager 

 
3. Compliance with Strategic Priorities 

 
Provision of democratic, accountable and ethical governance 
Provision and maintenance of municipal services 
Creation and maintenance of a safe and healthy environment 
The encouragement of structured community participation in the matters of the 
municipality 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
None  

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 (The Constitution) 
Local Government:  Municipal Structures Act, 117 of 1998 (Structures Act) 
Local Government:  Municipal Systems Act 32 of 2000 
Local Government: Municipal Finance Management Act, 56 of 2003 
Overstrand Public Participation Policy 

 
6. Background/Discussion/Evaluation/Conclusion 

 
Background 

 
The revision of the particular rules is to ensure the effective implementation and 
management of the next generation of ward committees within the Overstrand 
municipal area.  Council revised the rules previously at their meeting in May 
2016. 
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Discussion 
 

An official notice was sent from the Director: Community Services’ office to the 
Executive Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors dated 17 May 2016 to provide 
comments/proposals for revision of the Rules by Friday, 20 May 2016. 

 
The comments received include: 
i. Various aspects regarding the election process of ward committees. 
 Response:  The revision of the election process will only be considered 

during the 2020/2021 financial year for the next generation of ward 
committees. 

ii. The promotion of participation with regard to diverse interests and various  
communities residing within the boundaries of a particular ward. 

iii. Ensuring that ward committee members act within their mandate/ authority 
given by the organisation/sector/geographical block that he/she represents 
with regard to resignation by the ward committee member from the 
affected ward committee. 

iv. The involvement of the secundus of the Speaker with regard to the 
disciplinary process of ward committee members in instances where the 
Speaker is unavailable. 

 Response: Comments in respect of (ii) – (iv) are considered as part of the 
proposed policy revisions. 

 
In terms of Section 73(3)(a) of the Structures Act, it must be ensured that:- 

 women are equitably represented in ward committees;  and 

 a diversity of interests are represented in ward committees. 
The proposed policy revision also includes various sections to promote/maintain 
compliance by all Ward Committees of Overstrand Municipality. 

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
Source of Funding eg.  Capital/Operating Budget Provisions 

 
Budget amount for 2016/2017: R649,000.00 

 
8. Staff Implications 

 
None 

 
9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 

 
None 

 
10. Annexures 

 
Annexure A:  Revised Ward Committee Rules for the Overstrand Municipality. 
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RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
 
that the revised Ward Committee Rules for Overstrand Municipality be 
adopted. 

 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS : R WILLIAMS 
  D LAKEY 
 D KEARNEY 
 F MYBURGH 
 B PLAATJIES 
 P FERREIRA 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 31 MAY 2017 
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THIS MATTER SERVED BEFORE THE JOINT PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON 
22 MAY 2017, WHICH COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
 
1. that the revised Ward Committee Rules for Overstrand Municipality be adopted;  

and 
  
2. that the Ward Committees of Wards 1 and 9 who do not comply with the woman 

equity, be afforded the opportunity to resolve the equity challenge in one of the 
following manners, whichever may occur first, namely: 

 filling of a vacancy that may arise during the term of office, or 

 replacing an existing male representative with a female secundi, where possible 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS : R WILLIAMS 
  D LAKEY 
 D KEARNEY 
 F MYBURGH 
 B PLAATJIES 
 P FERREIRA 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : 31 MAY 2017 
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