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1. Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of the report is to present to council a Disaster Management 
Policy aimed to identify, reduce or prevent disasters from happening and 
lesson or minimise the impacts of disasters that are inevitable. 

 
2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan - IGNITE 

 
Directorate: Protection and Security Services 
Protection and Security Services 

 
3. Compliance with Strategic Priorities 

 
Provision of democratic, accountable and ethical governance 
Creation and maintenance of a safe and healthy environment 
Provision and maintenance of municipal services 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
None 

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 
Disaster Management Act No. 57 of 2002 
Fire Brigade Services Act No. 99 of 1987 
Local Government: Municipal Systems Act No. 32 of 2000 
Local Government: Municipal Structures Act No. 117 of 1998 
Community Fire Safety By-law, P.N. 6454/2007 
Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan (SDBIP) 2013/14 
By-laws of the Overstrand Municipality 

 
6. Background 

 
In accordance with the provision of the Constitution of the Republic of South 
Africa, 1996, the Overstrand Municipality is responsible to promote a safe and 
healthy environment for all communities, investors and visitors within its 
boundaries. 
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The Disaster Management Act provides for an integrated and coordinated 
disaster management policy that focuses on preventing or reducing the risk of 
disasters, mitigating the severity of disasters, emergency preparedness, rapid 
and effective response to disasters and post-disaster recovery. 

 
The Disaster Management Policy will be used as a guideline to help with 
planning and executing the disaster management operations in an integrated 
manner. This policy will also improve the coordination of municipal resources 
through the assistance of line function management and also assist with 
coordination and facilitation of District of Provincial resources and / or other 
resources. 

 
It places emphasis on measures that reduce the vulnerability of disaster prone 
areas, communities and households. 

 
It furthermore seeks to develop a system of incentives that will promote disaster 
management in the Municipality through: 

 
(a) Identifying the areas, communities and households that are at risk; 
(b) Taking into account indigenous knowledge relating to disaster 

management; 
(c) Promoting Disaster Management research; 
(d) Identifying and addresses weaknesses in the capacity to deal with 

possible disasters; 
(e) Providing for approximate prevention and mitigation strategies; 
(f) Facilitating maximum prevention and mitigation strategies; 
(g) Assisting in the development of contingency plans and emergency 

procedures in the event of disaster, providing for: 
(i) The allocation or responsibilities to the various role players and 

coordination in the execution of those responsibilities; 
(ii) Prompt disaster response and relief; 
(iii) Procurement of essential goods, equipment and services; 
(iv) Establishment of strategic communication links; and 
(v) Dissemination of information. 

 
Discussion 

 
With the establishment and approval of this policy, all role players will 
understand their role, and better coordination of al Disaster Management 
related activities will be of benefit. 

 
The building of institutional capacity within the Overstrand Municipality will lead 
to better disaster risk reduction initiatives which will ensure safer and more 
resilient communities. This will also assist the municipality in improving its 
emergency preparedness for its area of jurisdiction and especially in its 
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vulnerable communities. Overstrand Municipality will also ensure appropriate 
response by relevant services to emergency and disasters. 

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
As of 1 May 2016, Disaster Management became a B-municipal function. 

 
See annexure C and D 

 
8. Staff Implications 

 
As of 1 May 2016, Disaster Management became a B-municipal function. 

 
9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 

 
See annexure B 

 
10. Annexures 

 
Annexure A: Overstrand Disaster Management Policy 
Annexure B: Notice for public participation 
Annexure C:   Disaster Management Bill passed by Parliament of the Republic 

of South Africa 
Annexure D:  Government Gazette No. 39520 
Annexure E: Policy workshop conducted on 02 November 2016 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
that the Overstrand Municipality Disaster Management Policy be adopted. 

 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : L SMITH 
 
TARGETED DATE: 1 APRIL 2017 
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THIS MATTER SERVED BEFORE THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON 22 MARCH 
2017, WHICH COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
that the Overstrand Municipality Disaster Management Policy be adopted. 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL : L SMITH 
 
TARGET DATE: 1 APRIL 2017 
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