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1. 
OVERSTRAND MUNICIPALITY:  BY-LAW RELATING TO THE KEEPING OF DOGS 
AND CATS 
 
J Solomons Senior Manager: Operational Services 
07 June 2023 (028) 313 8156 
 

1. Executive Summary 
 

The purpose of this report is for Council to adopt the proposed amendments of 
By-Law relating to the Keeping of Dogs and Cats in terms of Section 12(3) of the 
Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, 2000 (Act 32 of 2000), hereafter 
referred to as “the MSA”.  

 
The proposed By-Law was introduced as is provided for in terms of Section 12(1) 
of the MSA and Council’s By-Law on Rules of Order for Internal Arrangements, 
P.N. 7188 of 2013. The necessary permission was obtained to publish the 
proposed By-Law in the press in order to give the public an opportunity to make 
representations. 

 
2. Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan - IGNITE 

 
Directorate: Community Services 

 
3. Compliance with Strategic Priority 

 
Provision of democratic, accountable, and ethical governance 

 
4. Delegated Authority 

 
None 

 
5. Legal Requirements 

 
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, Act 108 of 1996. 
Local Government: Municipal Structures Act, No 117 of 1998 
Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, Act No 32 of 2000. 

 
6. Background/Discussion/Evaluation/Conclusion 

 
Background 

 
There is an existing draft By-Law regarding the Keeping of Dogs and Cats within 
the Overstrand Municipality. The purpose of the amendments of this By-Law is to 
ensure that dog owners can allow their dogs to be off leash in specific 
demarcated identified areas in the Overstrand Municipal area. 
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The current approved By-law relating to the Keeping of Dogs & Cats does make 
provision for the handling of dogs in Public Open spaces and beaches and is 
specific that the Dogs must be on a leash. The need for specific demarcated 
areas in Public Opens spaces and beaches for dogs to be off leash was identified 
thus was and extensive process to establish a policy for Off–Leash Dog Parks 
and Beach Areas 

 
Public Participation Process 

 
The draft By-Law was distributed amongst senior officials for internal consultation 
and will be advertised for public participation. The proposal for Dog Zoning in 
Overstrand Municipality was distributed for public comment and feedback was 
received as per Annexure B.  

 
In terms of Section 156(2) of the Constitution, read with the provisions of section 
11(3)(m) of the MSA, a Municipality has the right to make By-Laws for matters 
which it has the right to administer. 

 
Section 12(3) of the MSA determines that a By-Law may only be passed by a 
municipal Council if all members of the Council have been given reasonable 
notice and that the proposed By-Law has been published to allow for 
representations by the public. Council members have been given reasonable 
notice of the By-Law and as stated, the public was also afforded the opportunity 
to make representations. 
It is therefore recommended that the Council approve the By-Law, attached as 
Annexure A. 

 
Publication of the By-Law and taking effect thereof 

 
When a Municipal Council passes a By-Law, Section 13 of the MSA requires 
that:- 

 
• it must be published promptly in the Provincial Gazette and when feasible also 

in a local newspaper or in any other way in order to bring the contents of the 
bylaw to the attention of the local community; and 

• that it takes effect when published, or on a future date determined in or in 
terms of the By-Law. 

 
Section 13(b) of the MSA provides “that a By-Law passed by a Municipal Council 
takes effect when published or on a future date determined in or in terms of the 
bylaws”. This By-Law shall come into operation immediately from date of 
publication. 

 
7. Financial Implications 

 
The By-Law must be published in the Provincial Gazette. 
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8. Staff Implications 
 

None 
 

9. Comments from other Departments, Divisions and Administrations 
 

None 
 

10. Annexures 
 

Annexure A: Proposed draft By-Law relating to the Keeping of Dogs and Cats 
Annexure B: Proposal for Dog Zoning comments 
Annexure C:  Draft Policy: OFF–LEASH DOG PARKS AND BEACH AREAS 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
that the Overstrand Municipal Keeping of Dogs and Cats By-Law be approved. 

 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : AFTER PROMULGATION IN THE 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS : AREA MANAGERS: KLEINMOND 
 GANSBAAI, HERMANUS 
 SENIOR MANAGER: LAW 

ENFORCEMENT & TASK TEAM 
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1. 
OVERSTRAND MUNICIPALITY:  BY-LAW RELATING TO THE KEEPING OF DOGS 
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J Solomons Senior Manager: Operational Services 
07 June 2023 (028) 313 8156 
 
THIS MATTER SERVED BEFORE THE COMMUNITY SERVICES PORTFOLIO 
COMMITTEE ON 7 JUNE 2023, WHICH COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL: 
  
that the Overstrand Municipal Keeping of Dogs and Cats By-Law be approved. 
 
 
TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION : AFTER PROMULGATION IN 

THE GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS : AREA MANAGERS: 

KLEINMOND 
 GANSBAAI, HERMANUS 
 SENIOR MANAGER: LAW 

ENFORCEMENT & TASK 
TEAM 

 

3a



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45


	Index Community Services.pdf (p.1)
	Item 1 (p1-45) Community Services Portfolio Agenda 7 June 2023.pdf (p.2-48)
	Jun 07 2023 Community Services A-Pages.pdf (p.1-2)
	Council Item - Overstrand Municipality BY-LAW RELATING TO THE KEEPING OF DOGS AND CATS -07 June 2023.pdf (p.3-48)
	Jun 07 2023 Community Services Agenda.pdf (p.1)
	Council Item - Overstrand Municipality BY-LAW RELATING TO THE KEEPING OF DOGS AND CATS -07 June 2023.pdf (p.2-4)
	ANNEXURE A(113).pdf (p.5-17)
	ANNEXURE B(124).pdf (p.18-41)
	ANNEXURE C(15).pdf (p.42-46)



